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WHY IS CHURCH  

MEMBERSHIP SUCH  

A BIG DEAL? 
By Pastor Lucas Proeber 

This is a recycled, slightly altered, article from November 2019 

(which, to me, feels like it was ten years ago!). It was part of a series on 

the benefits of membership. I think it is worthwhile to refresh our memo-

ries (or, if you weren’t a member then, to make it known) on what the 

driving force behind the work of the Board of Elders and pastors is as 

they continue through the Peter Plan. Hopefully, it brings clarity and un-

derstanding; if not, I hope it leads to more conversation about why mem-

bership matters. 

Christians have been meeting together as publicly identified 

groups for ages. Even in the first-century, churches were known by 

the city in which they gathered—Corinthians, Ephesians, Galatians, 

Romans, etc. Even inside those cities, smaller groups gathered in 

houses to worship, pray, and fellowship with each other. These houses 

appear to have been well-known in the greater Christian community 

(Acts 12:11-12; Romans 16:3-5; and Colossians 4:15). 

Believers have continued meeting together in identifiable groups. 

Individuals come together under one name by formally becoming 

members of a church like St. Paul’s. But why? I’ve heard things like: 

“Why does it matter whether I’m on a membership roster here or at 

the church where I grew up? Membership doesn’t add anything to my 

spiritual welfare.” To a certain degree, that’s right. Membership at St. 

Paul’s—or even at a WELS church—is not what gets you into heaven. 

So what’s the big deal? 

Continued on page 2 
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and other unhealthy habits. Likewise, the spiritual 

caregivers at St. Paul’s will never claim to know 

someone’s heart; that’s only something God can 

know. However, God also tells us in his Word that 

there are certain symptoms to watch for that would 

give us an idea of what’s going on in someone’s 

heart. Prolonged absence from the body of believ-

ers is one of those symptoms.  

That’s why we’re carrying out the Peter Plan. 

That’s why we ask you to fill out Connect Cards, 

whether you’re worshiping in person or at home—

so that we don’t have to rely on our memories, but 

we have a more solid record of when members’ last 

“visits” were. That’s why we check in with people at 

four, eight, twelve, eighteen, and 24 (and so on) 

weeks of absence from worship; because, when we 

see a symptom that concerns us, we want to make 

sure it’s not part of a bigger unseen issue. 

Ultimately, we want to make sure as many people 

as possible are receiving the best spiritual care 

available to them. Membership surely doesn’t get 

you into heaven; but it matters because it helps you 

stay connected to the Great Physician, Jesus—the 

One who opened heaven for you. † 

Perhaps you could think of church membership 

like going to see a doctor. He sees certain patients 

at certain intervals so that he can properly care for 

them. But how well can he do what he’s supposed to 

do if his patients are not around? I’ll grant that you 

might be able to go your whole life without physi-

cals and annual checkups; but would you know if 

something is wrong without those regular check-

ups? What about when you hit a bump in the road of 

self-care and you’re not sure what to do next?  

WebMD is great, but it’s a search engine, not a 

group of people who care about you. Wouldn’t it 

make sense to have a relationship with a doctor—

someone you can trust is going to do what’s best for 

you when you are in need? Then, such a doctor can 

properly care for you, administering and diagnos-

ing things to the best of his ability so that you can 

live life as healthily as possible. 

In the same way, can pastors and elders, as spir-

itual caregivers, give adequate care for others if 

they aren’t coming in for regular, weekly checkups 

at worship? I’ll grant here, as well, that some might 

be able to go through life without being an active, 

visible member of one church or another; they can 

administer spiritual self-care throughout their whole 

lives; but there will almost certainly come a time 

when self-care isn’t going to cut it. Every Christian 

(myself included) will, at some point, be at a loss as 

to how to handle what has come into their lives. Add 

to that the fact that every person has blind spots—

things they do or fail to do without realizing they are 

sinful or harmful to themselves and others. 

Wouldn’t it make sense to be in touch with oth-

ers—Christians and pastors alike—who might be 

able to not only help support us in times of need, but 

also point out some blind spots that would have oth-

erwise been missed from God’s Word? That’s a big 

part of why we want people to regularly hear from 

the Word of God and the Great Physician—Jesus—

so that He can use the scalpel of the law to expose 

sin and bandage up wounds of guilt and shame with 

His forgiveness. 

A doctor can’t see someone’s heart without an X-

ray or other scan. But he knows the signs that tend to 

lead to heart trouble: poor diet, lack of exercise, 

WHY IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP SUCH A BIG DEAL? 
Continued from page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW SHARE-A-RIDE PROGRAM 

Some of our members would love to be at 

church regularly but are no longer able to 

drive themselves.  That is why we are start-

ing a Share-A-Ride program. Can you leave 

for church a few minutes early to pick up 

someone else?  To volunteer, please con-

tact Seth Kroells (507-676-7142) or Pastor 

Plagenz (920-689-3036). 
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build, they opened only a quarter 

of the way and were pneumatic. 

They are now electronic and open 

fully. If the organ sounds louder to 

you now, this may be part of the 

reason. 

Improvements 

Our organ now also has many 

new features. It has a whole new 

rank of 61 pipes. (The organ now 

has 28 ranks; that’s over 1700 

pipes!) The new rank is called a 

celeste, which adds an indistinct 

bell-like sound when that particu-

lar knob is pulled. The hook up is 

also ready to add chimes should 

we want to do that someday. 

There are also some new individu-

al pipes, particularly a trumpet 

and a deep bass in the pedal, and 

new couplers, which allow sound 

from one keyboard to be pulled to 

the other or to the pedal. 

If you look at the right side on 

the organ console, you will now 

see a small computer screen and a 

memory port. Each individual or-

ganist can now save her own set-

tings on a flash drive. There is a 

new setting, too, that lets us auto-

matically transpose a piece from 

HOW WAS YOUR ORGAN FUND DONATION USED? 
By Sue Kulhanek 

Thank you to all who so gener-

ously donated to the organ refur-

bishment! Your money was used 

for two purposes: first, to repair or 

replace what was not working 

properly, and second, to add new 

features and improvements. 

Repairs 

The organ is almost fifty years 

old and was beginning to show its 

age. The main problem was in the 

wind system. Some of the pipes 

were getting little or no wind 

pressure, causing them to either 

sound weak, not sound at all, or 

go out of tune quickly. The Levsen 

Organ Company rebuilt the whole 

wind chest to solve those issues. 

They also digitized the console 

(the body of the organ that the or-

ganists play) by putting in all new 

wiring and switches, and they re-

placed the worn contact blocks on 

the pedals. All of this is allowing 

the organists to again use settings 

that have been unreliable for 

years. 

 You have probably noticed the 

shutters that open and close to 

reveal the pipes and increase or 

decrease volume. Before the re-

one key to another, which helps 

when accompanying instruments 

or to put a song into a more com-

fortable singing range. 

We can also now record a song, 

or a whole service if necessary. 

One of our organists recorded the 

Communion hymn a few weeks 

ago so that it played while she 

went down to take Communion. If 

the occasion ever arose that there 

was no organist available, we 

could record the whole service so 

that anyone could playback and 

pause by just pushing the right 

button at the right time. We can 

now also hook the organ to the 

Clavinova so we can play the 

Clavinova sounds on the organ. 

These are just the highlights of 

how your organ donation was 

spent. There is a lot more tech-

nical detail. As you can imagine, it 

will take the organists (at least this 

one!) a while to learn how to use 

all this, so you should be hearing 

more and more of these new fea-

tures as time goes on. We look 

forward to this fine instrument 

adding much more to our worship 

services to the glory of our God. † 

 

ANNUAL CLOTHING GIVEAWAY 

DONATION DAYS 

Tuesday, Aug 2 

Wednesday, Aug 3  

10AM – 6PM 

Clothing only!  

Donation slips available. 

SHOPPING DAYS 

Thursday, Aug 4 ~ 3-6PM 

Friday, Aug 5 ~ 10AM-6PM 

Saturday, Aug 6 

8AM – 12PM 

Cost: FREE 

VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED! 
Find the sign up at 

the Ministry Table 

in the Welcome  

Center. 



St. Paul’s Epistle  August 2022 edition 

4 

A ROUSING SUCCESS! 
By Randy Pahl 

 

Well, here it is – August.  The 

month which brings a frown to 

children’s faces and an ear-to-ear 

smile from parents!  I believe that 

the moment the clock struck 

twelve o’clock midnight on July 

5th, stores began stocking their 

shelves with back-to-school items 

to proudly display just a few hours 

later!!  However, before we get 

too carried away with the new 

school year, I thought you might 

enjoy some of the highlights that 

were shared with me by our SPYs 

who attended the WELS Interna-

tional Youth Rally in Knoxville, TN 

(Mitchell Kracht, Miah 

Kretschmer, Jamie Meister and  

Brianna Perry). 

It began in the wee hours of 

Monday, June 27th as the bus was 

loaded and the trip embarked up-

on from St. Peter’s, Schofield, with 

the return trip ending again early 

in the morning on Saturday, July 

2nd.  In between there were stops 

at the Creation Museum, an over-

night stay at Beautiful Savior Lu-

theran Church, a visit to the Ark 

Encounter, and the Rally itself!  

After speaking to several of our 

trip adventurers, the excitement 

was still evident in their voices.  

Whether it was devotions from 

pastors (including Mr. and Mrs. 

Melso’s son, Eric!), music provid-

ed by Koine’ and Emily Ann Rob-

erts, American country music 

singer and contestant on NBC's 

"The Voice", or keynote speakers, 

the Christ-centered atmosphere 

made for a lifetime of memories. 

The offsite excursions or simply 

fun at “The Hub” also allowed for 

comradery with over 2,000 young 

people holding the same convic-

tions and love for their Savior.  

Notes and words of gratitude were 

shared with me for your monetary 

support as well as your prayers.  

Special thanks to everyone in our 

congregation who helped them 

raise additional funds at the Ad-

vent and Lenten meals, and for 

those who so generously donated 

gifts of cash!  If you would like to 

see a variety of pictures from the 

Youth Rally (and you might even 

recognize a few faces), simply go 

to the WELS Facebook page and 

scroll down, click through, and 

enjoy!!! 

Just one final thought – we are 

hoping to have our first SPYs gath-

ering for the new school year in a 

few weeks.  If you or anyone you 

know will be in high school this 

year and would like to join our 

group, please contact Pastor Proe-

ber or me so that we can be sure 

to place them on our contact list! † 

Above: The central Wisconsin group  
at the Ark Encounter.  

 
Do you see any familiar faces  

in the other two shots? 
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Now Hiring: Preschool Teacher’s Aide  
Start date August 24th 

Full and/or part-time worker 
For more information:   

Please contact either Carole Melso or 
Kellie Jensen at littlelambs@stpaulswr.org   

or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119    

59TH ANNUAL LWMS CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
By Kristie Schroeder 

 The LWMS 59th annual convention 

was held in Rochester, NY June 23-26. 

It was the first in-person convention 

since 2019. It was attended by train, 

plane and automobile! The opening 

worship had 599 in attendance. Hear-

ing God’s Word and singing with so 

many is such a joy to behold. Regis-

tered attendees were 508 and 103 of 

those were first-timers. The many mis-

sionaries and wives who spoke 

throughout the weekend and told of 

the many areas our money supports is always so encouraging. We now have 68 

flags representing the countries we are in. That is 5 more than the last time we 

were together in person. To God be the Glory! Old friends were there 

(Friendly counselor Duncan and his wife Cathy send their blessings). New 

friendships were created as we shared during the weekend. The missionaries 

were the thankful ones, commenting that they were so humbled by the cards 

and prayers from so many. Yes, the money that they receive also helps, but sometimes it is just knowing that 

someone is praying for you and the mission you are supporting.  

Saturday evening we were entertained by the Hope Sa-

cred Steel Pan Orchestra from Toronto, Canada. They also 

joined us and played for the closing worship service on Sun-

day. (One of my daughter Emma’s favorite parts of the week-

end.) Next year’s convention will be in LaCrosse the last full 

weekend in June so make plans now to be one of those first-

timers if you have never been. I know you will not be disap-

pointed! I will be sharing more on the convention with the 

Willing Workers at their meeting in September so plan to 

attend. † 

 

Baptism 
 Aubrey Lynn Peronto   

 

With the Lord 
Bill Eichhorn 
Ernie Paulos 

Kristie & Emma served  
as flag bearers. 

Hope Sacred Steel Pan Orchestra 

Skit by co-chairs of next year’s convention in LaCrosse.  

mailto:littlelambs@stpaulswr.org
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I am not much of a sports fan, but 

when I hear the term “summer 

slump” I think of baseball. In 

looking for a definition of a 

slump, it begins with a series of 

losses in games, and then be-

come a mental thing where a 

player begins to doubt their skill 

and talent, further complicating the losses.  There is 

a whole philosophy of how to combat the baseball 

summer slump…just look it up on line!! 

Surprisingly, the first thing that popped up with 

looking for “summer slump” was an academic one.  

Teachers find that students lose some of the 

knowledge gained during the course of the school 

year during the summer months of vacation and 

need to spend the first part of the new school year in 

“catching up.” Teachers have a plan of action to 

combat the academic summer slump.   

What does this have to do with church finances? 

I think we are experiencing a spiritual summer 

slump. While we ended the year on a positive note 

financially, we began the new year on July 1 by 

needing to borrow (internally) $20,000 to pay for the 

monthly called worker health insurance (about 

$10,000) and the quarterly called worker pension 

(about $10,000) because our checkbook was nearly 

empty. It has hit a summer slump. 

The arrival of summer means vacations, time 

outdoors, pursuing different activities.  It generally 

also means less time in worship, less time in Bible 

study, and less offerings in the collection plate. 

There is a plan of action to cure the spiritual slump 

as well…open God’s Word and hear of the riches he 

has for us. Attend worship services to hear the won-

derful message of salvation. Pray that we all will 

shake off this “summer slump” as we open our-

selves to the ministry opportunities yet to come! † 

A SUMMER SLUMP 
 By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary 

CATECHISM CORNER 
The bible tells us that God never tempts anyone to sin. What, then, are we ask-

ing when we pray that our Father in heaven lead us not into temptation? 

Matthew 26:41 “Watch and pray, so that you do not enter into temptation. The spirit is            

willing, but the flesh is weak.”  

2 Thessalonians 3:3  Still, the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and protect you from the Evil One.  

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  

In this petition we ask our Father in heaven to guard and keep us from temptation. 

Luke 22:31, 32 1 The Lord said, “Simon, Simon, pay attention: Satan has asked to have you all, so that 

he may sift you as wheat. But I prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 

returned to me, strengthen your brothers.”  

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can stand against the schemes of the Devil.  

1 Corinthians 10:12-13 So let him who thinks he stands be careful that he does not fall. No testing has 

overtaken you except ordinary testing. But God is faithful. He will not allow you to be tested beyond 

your ability, but when he tests you, he will also bring about the outcome that you are able to bear it.  

With this petition we ask our Father in heaven to strengthen and preserve us when we face tempta-

tion so that we may overcome and win victory. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 
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WHAT is Willing Workers?   

A group of women from St. 

Paul’s (but open to other WELS 

members) that meets monthly 

for various projects. 

WHAT do they do?   

The most visible efforts of the group are the Craft/

Bake sale held in November and Advent by Candle-

light generally held the first Sunday in December. In 

addition to those events, they make cards and items 

for the shut-ins.  Sometimes, they assist the teaching 

staff with a project to help lighten their load.  They are 

hoping to have a couple speakers present a topic of 

interest at a couple meetings this year. Advent and 

Lenten meals finds them in the kitchen.  Sometimes it’s 

a social meeting to get to know each other better. And 

the list goes on.   

WHEN do they meet?  

The new time for Willing Workers is the second Thurs-

day of the month at 6:30 pm.  For many years, meet-

ings were held on Monday evenings.  That presented a 

conflict with Monday church services and voters meet-

ings.  That resulted in a change to Tuesday.  Subse-

quent to that, voters meetings were moved to Tuesday.  

We tried afternoon meetings on Tuesdays to appeal to 

those not wanting to drive after dark.  Neither time 

seemed to improve our attendance.  Therefore, Thurs-

AN INTRODUCTION TO WILLING WORKERS 
By Judy Anderson 

Current  

 In memory of Vivian Kroll given by Sharon Reidel 

 In memory of Bill Eichhorn given by Huntz            
&  Marilyn Link 

Endowment Fund  

 In memory of  Bill Eichhorn given by James & 
Jeanne Jackson, Betty Meyer, Janet Heister, Edna 
Haferman, Carol Newsom, Stephanie Bathke, and 

Gary & Linda Jones  

St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund 

 In memory of Pastor Douglas’ mother, Linda,   
given anonymously  

 In memory of Tim Olaske given by Edna          
Haferman 

SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS  
Through July 17, 2022 

day evening it is-no worship services (except maybe 

Maundy Thursday and Ascension Day) and no other 

scheduled meetings.  We’re hoping that will also allow 

those who work during the day to attend.  Rides can be 

provided for those not wanting to drive in the evening.  

Please call the church office, if that is your need. 

WHERE do they meet?  

We generally meet in the cafeteria. We have a busi-

ness meeting that includes discussion of coming 

events, a project or presentation, followed by a snack/

dessert mixed with conversation.  

WHO is included?   

Traditionally, the group has been women, but the 

question has been asked—how about the men?  Can’t 

they be willing workers too?  They, too, can be in-

volved in our endeavors-and they have been-assisting 

with pie making, setting up for events, serving at Ad-
vent/Lenten meals, kitchen cleaning, etc.  We will 

gladly change our bylaws if interest is shown. 

HOW ABOUT YOU?   

Please consider the oppor-

tunity to serve Christ by serv-

ing others.  The next meeting 
is August 11th at 6:30 pm.  

Hope to see you there! † 

Organ Fund 

 In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Geraldine Pitt  

Mortgage  

 In memory of Pastor Douglas’ mother, Linda, given  
by Kathy Jackson,  

 In memory of  Bill Eichhorn given by Kathleen          
Jackson and Anita Simenson 

Cheerful Givers  

 In memory of  Bill Eichhorn given by Sue & Rob          
Lipke and Marv & Dorothy Raasch,  

 In memory of Renee Nieman given by Dorothy 
Ubinger 
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311 14th Ave S 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Aug 2-3 ~ Clothing Donation Days 

Aug 4-6 ~ Clothing Giveaway 

Aug 7 ~ WELS Night at Witter Field 

Aug 11 ~ St. Paul’s at Farmers Market 


